September
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ÉCOLE QAYQAYT
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Principal’s message:

It is wonderful to have everyone back. The staff at École
Qayqayt elementary wish to extend a warm welcome to
students and families as we embark into 2022-2023
school year.
Settling into a new school year and classroom with new
peers and teachers often takes time and understanding.
In the weeks ahead we will focus on helping students
adjust and make this transition. We understand there
may still be feelings of excitement, eagerness, nervousness and or apprehension. Staff will support the students
in finding their way. The hustle and bustle of school
opening will soon give way to more comfortable and
established routines as we progress through the fall
months and beyond.
The staff at École Qayqayt is committed to making each
student’s educational experience personally meaningful
and rewarding. In partnership with parents, we can meet
our commitment; a strong connection between home and
school is a key component in optimizing each student’s
success.
Parents are invited to take an active role in their children’s learning by becoming involved in various activities throughout the year. We value parental involvement.
We certainly benefit from the talents, interest and involvement of everyone in our community.
I look forward to seeing you all tonight, Wednesday,
September 14th at our Open House where you will be
able to meet your child’s teacher and take a tour of their
classroom.
See you there!
Merci,
Suzanne Cameron

Important Dates
September 14

Open House /Meet the Teacher
5-6 pm

September 19

National Day of Mourning to mark
the Queen’s Funeral
School Closed

September 21

Picture day
Individual photo
PAC meeting 7pm in Learning
Commons (Library)

September 23

Non-Instructional Day
Students do not attend

September 26September 30

Truth and Reconciliation week

September 29

Wear Orange
PAC Hot Lunch

September 30

Truth and Reconciliation
Statutory Holiday
School Closed

October 3November 13

FSA’s administered to our grade
4’s

October 5

Terry Fox Run

October 6

Elementary Collab afternoon
Early dismissal 12:24 pm

October 10

Thanksgiving
School closed

October 21

Provincial Pro-D
Students do not attend

Bell Schedule:

Allergies:

8:50 am Students line up at designated spots
8:55

Instruction

10:25-10:40
10:45-11:00

Recess A
Recess B

11:00

Instruction

12:24-12:44
12:49– 1:10

Lunch A (eating time)
Lunch A (play time)

12:24-12:44
12:49– 1:10

Lunch B (play time)
Lunch B (eating time)

1:10

Instruction

3:00

Dismissal

There are adults and students at the school
who have a variety of allergies. It is important
not to send class snacks to school without
checking with the classroom teacher first.

We are a nut-aware school.

Dress for the Weather:

Who does this belong to…?

Picture Day
We kindly request that families label all their child’s belongings including jackets, clothing, lunch
containers, and water bottles.

Thursday
September 21, 2022.

This will make it easier for belongings that have gone astray to be returned.

Students go outside rain or shine
for fresh air and exercise during
recess, lunch and Daily Physical
Activities. Please ensure your
child(ren) are dressed appropriately for the weather.

Individual Photo

FuelUp! Online Lunch Program:

Parents can order lunches online at:
https://newwestschools.ca/programs-services/fuel-up/online-ordering/

Our school campus code is Qayqayt
Orders and changes must be made by noon, two days in advance of deliver.
Subsidies can be requested:

https://newwestschools.ca/programs-services/fuel-up/subsidies/

SLOW DOWN: SCHOOL ZONE:
Please continue to keep everyone safe as families make their way to and from
school by remembering to:
•

Leave ample time to park

•

Park in posted areas only (do not park in laneways and walk away from your car)

•

Use the crosswalks

•

Park further away to avoid traffic congestion

•

Do not park in drop off zone

•

Use the path and not the staff parking lot to access the school

•

Staff parking lot is for staff only, please do not pull in and drop your child off or pick
them up from the parking lot.

We need to be patient and kind to each other making sure we are keeping everyone safe
and setting a good example for the students.

Picking your child up early?
Please be sure to pick your child up at the office. The office staff will ask you to sign your child out by filling out the form at the
office. Thank you for your cooperation.

Absent or Late

Supervision Before and After
School

If your child will be absent from school
or is expected late PLEASE call the
school office by 9:00 am at 604-5176050. Advising the classroom teacher is
helpful, but the office staff should be advised as well in case of teacher absences.

There is no supervision on the grounds
of the school from 8:30 a.m. to 8:50 a.m.
and no supervision after 3:00 p.m. Students are expected to arrive at school between 8:45 and 8:50 a.m.

Terry Fox Run

Wednesday, October 5th, 2022.
Students at École Qayqayt School will be participating in the annual Terry Fox Run. We will participate rain or shine.
Please send your child in runners and appropriate clothing for the weather. The students in K and Grade 1 will run in
the school yard and our Grade 2 to 5 students will run around the perimeter of the school .
This year is the 42 nd Anniversary of Terry Fox’s Marathon of Hope and École Qayqayt Elementary is proud to be
continuing the legacy of one of our greatest heroes.

Parent Advisory Committee

Visitors

Truth & Reconciliation

We are so excited to welcome all our families back into the school!
All visitors must sign in at the office and
wear identification provided by the office
staff so that they are identifiable to students and staff as permissible visitors.

Friday, September 30th,
2021
Statutory Holiday
School Closed

The Qayqayt PAC is a very active group
that truly makes a difference in our students’ school experience. In the past, we
funded the following:
Field trips, Sports day,
Fine Arts Programs
And so much more…!
Parents are invited to come out to our
PAC meetings. These meetings provide
parents with yet another opportunity to be
involved in their child’s school experience.
Our next PAC meeting will be held on:
Wednesday, September 21st at 7 pm in
the Qayqayt Learning Commons.
(Library)

Foundation Skills Assessment
Each year, our grade 4 students participate in the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA).
The Foundation Skills Assessment is an annual province-wide assessment of all B.C. students’ academic skills in
grades 4 and 7, and provides parents, teachers, schools, school districts and the Ministry of Education with important
information on how well students are progressing in the foundation skills of Reading, Writing, and Numeracy. FSAs
will be administered to students over a two week period in October.
For more information about the FSA’s, please visit the following website: https//www.bced.gov.bc.ca/assessment/fsa/

Online Consent Forms:
Online Consent Forms:
Thank you to all the parents and guardians who have completed online consent
forms for their child(ren). We are still
waiting for consent forms to be completed for some of our students. These consent forms include:
•

Walking Field Trip ( needed to participate in our Terry Fox run as well
as neighbourhood walks)

•

Student Digital Use ( needed to use
Chromebooks, computers and connect to the internet at school)

•
•

Photo and Media
Fruit and Veggie Program (needed if
your child wishes to participate)

If you have questions about the consent
forms, please contact your teacher. If you
need help accessing the online consent
forms please reach out to the office for
assistance.

Financial Hardship:

Medical Alert Forms:
All students with medical conditions must have
this form completed promptly each September.
Completed forms and medication, if required,
must be on file at the office in case medical intervention is required. Thank you to those families
who have returned their completed forms and medication.
If your child has a medical condition and you have not received a
medical intervention form package, please ask for one at the
office.
Please remember to drop your child’s medication off at the
office when you return your completed forms.

The district is committed to ensuring
that no school-age student will be denied educational opportunities due to
financial hardship. Parents and guardians unable to pay for some or all of a
school fee are invited to speak to their
child’s teacher, school counselor,
and/or school principal.

Emergency Preparedness
Emergency Preparedness:
Throughout the school year, staff and
students will be practicing Emergency Preparedness procedures. The
following is a list of the drills scheduled for this school year (please note
that these dates are subject to
change):
Date

Drill

Sept. 29

Fire

Oct. 7

Shelter in Place
Hold & Secure
Lockdown

Oct. 20

Earthquake

Oct. 26

Fire

Nov. 7

Lockdown

Nov. 22

Earthquake

Jan. 16

Fire

Feb. 9

Shelter in Place
Hold & Secure
Lockdown

Feb. 24

Fire

Mar. 7

Earthquake

Apr. 5

Fire

Apr. 27

Lockdown

May 16

Earthquake

June 5

Fire

Great BC Shakeout:
École Qayqayt staff and students will be participating in the Great BC Shakeout Earthquake Drill on October
21. Visit their website for more information and resources for use at home:
https://www.shakeoutbc.ca/index.html

École Qayqayt School Code of Conduct
The Code of Conduct follows the guidelines of the BC Human Rights Code. The ÉQ Staff, Students, Parents and any
visitors to the school are expected to follow the Code of Conduct.

QAYQAYT STAFF 2022-2023
OFFICE STAFF
Mme Suzanne Cameron
Mrs. Nadia Young
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VicePrincipal
Secretaries Tanya Macera, Jackie Rose-Madill
TEACHING STAFF
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Mr. William SHAW
Mrs. Amy BOTHWELL
Mr. Randy BAMFORD
M Dilgungane MAYILUKILA
Mme Jessica DECHAMPLAIN
Mr. Raymond JANG
Ms. Bertha LANDSDOWNE
Ms. Krista OGMUNDSON
Mrs. Che MCGOWAN
Mrs. Dia BINPAL
Ms. Meghan LAMONT
Mme Florence PISTOR / An Li QI (Th)
TBD
Ms. Stephanie FONG
Mrs. Sureet RAI
Mrs. Mimi CAMILLO
Mrs. Kristi YASUI-CHAN
Mme Viktoriya OSTANKOVA
Ms. Samantha MARKS

A
A
A
A
A
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
A
A
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Ms. Rosa CELIS
Mrs. Mandy HILL
Mrs. Chelsea POLUKOSHKO/
Nicole DEL-GROSSO (Th)
Ms. Skylar FREEBORN
Ms. Danielle TORTOLANO
Ms. Jadranka SARUNIC / Ms. Brianna
TUCSOK (Th)
Mrs. Laura BAJIC
Ms. Kimberly WONG
Ms. Monika BOLDISOVA
Mme Danielle SENYK

A
B
B
B
B
A
A
B
A
B

QAYQAYT STAFF 2022-2023
NON-ENROLLING STAFF
Counselor – Mr. Scott MACLEAY
RESOURCE
Erin BANNISTER
Shalleen GILL
Brooke KELLETT

Candace TSANG
TBD

Educational
Assistant’s

LIBRARY – Mrs. Sheryl LEE
MUSIC – Mrs. Martha LEIGH
SUPPORT STAFF
Cliff Blank, Monica Davis, Rajwant Gill, Ludmila Gregorian, Prabhjot Heer, Braydon Jordheim, Ewa Kaminski, Manjinder Khurl,Leah Lalande, Dlvin Mohammed,
Neekou Niktaha, Angelica Oakley, Priya Prasad, Rachel
Riding, Uma Ruampuak, Julie Rule, Harshpreet Sidhu,
Reena Singh, Betty Song, Lynn Turcotte, Leanne
Wayner, Lisa Woo

Early
Childhood
Educator

Hye Ri Kim, Daintly Lanuza, Anna Mayuga, Mirela
Popescu

Child Care
Worker

Caitlan Petruk

Indigenous
Support
Worker

Jasmine Tannahill

Custodians

Mario Duerme, Shane Patugan, Arnel Tapon

Qayqayt School’s SWIS Worker
Sana Albarouki
Cell: 236-818-2182
Email: salbarouki@mosaicbc.org

What is the SWIS Program?
SWIS is IRCC funded, settlement supports which encompass a range of services that
promote settlement, integration, independence, and active participation for families and
their school age children/youth in their new country, Canada. SWIS assists families and
their children to feel at home in their new community, integrate into society and their
new school environment, while being respectful of their culture. SWIS does its best to
provide services in first language of the person served by multilingual and culturally diverse staff.

Nature of Services provided by the SWIS Program:
SWIS provides information and orientation, conducts topical workshops, community
referrals, and services linking to resources. SWIS supports successful integration of
newcomer students by assisting in school registration, providing school orientation, and
language supports in school meetings, and parents-teacher interview sessions. In addition, SWIS facilitates daily communication between newcomer parents and school staff
to support their children’s learning and cultural differences. Services will be provided
on an individual, family and group basis.

