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Principal’s News 

Dear Families and Friends, 

 Wow!  How quickly time has flown.  We are now finishing up second term and 

starting the final term of the school year.  There is so much to complete in the 

next 4 months.  Before you know it, it will be the end of June. 

First, we would like to congratulate Lainey Kim and Jeremiah Mirembe for being 

chosen to represent École Qayqayt Elementary School at this year’s 150th May 

Day festivities.  We know Lainey and Jeremiah will do our school proud at May 

Day and all the festivities they will be attending representing our school and the 

City of New Westminster.  We would also like to thank all the candidates that 

presented May Day speeches.  Everyone did a fabulous job and should be very 

proud of their efforts.   

We have had many wonderful things happen in February and some thank-you’s 

are in order.  Mrs. Yasui-Chan and Mrs. McGowan did a terrific job organizing our 

100’s Day assembly which was a blast!  It was so much fun!!!  Many thanks to 

Mrs. McGowan for organizing and running our “Jump Rope for Heart” Day.  A big 

thank you to the staff members that helped put together our bulletin boards in 

the hallway for Pink Shirt day as well as putting important daily messages 

together for students to read over the PA every morning.  Our Superintendent, 

Karim Hachlaf, made a visit to our school last week and we really appreciated 

him taking time out of his schedule to come and spend some time with us! 

There are so many events going on in our classrooms and school over the next 3-

4 months that I encourage you to read this newsletter carefully and our next 

newsletter that will come out at the beginning of May.  Watch closely for notices 

being sent home via e-mail and posted on our school website.   

Spring is a time for new beginnings and we look forward to what lies ahead on 

our journey towards a successful third term. 

Karen Catherwood     

Principal 

                                                                                                                  

 

 

       

Upcoming 
Events in 

March 

 March 9-13- Lacrosse 

for all classes during 

gym periods 

 March 11- PAC parent 

workshop @ 7:00 p.m. 

 March 13- Report 

Cards-Access through 

Family Portal 

 March 16-27- Spring 

Break  

 March 30- First day of 

school after Spring 

Break 
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2020/ 2021 REGISTRATION 

1. Kindergarten 

Children who were born in 2015 are eligible to begin school in September 2020.  

Kindergarten registration for the 2020-2021 school year began Monday, January 

13th, 2020.  Apply at your school between 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m., Monday to 

Friday (excluding days schools are closed).  

Please register your child before March 13th, 2020 for placement at your 

catchment school.  Please check the district website for what documentation 

you will need for registration. 

http://newwestschools.ca/ (Registration) 

2. In-Catchment 

Grade 1-12:  Registrations for the 2020-2021 school year began at your catchment 

school, Monday, January 13th, 2020 for all students new to New Westminster. 

Students will be accommodated at their catchment school provided they have 

registered by 2:30p.m.on Friday, March 13th, 2020. Registrations received after 

March 13th, 2020 will be accommodated at the student’s catchment school as space 

allows. 

 

READY, SET, LEARN 

Ready, Set, Learn is about providing information to support your child’s early learning and 

development. New Westminster School district invites parents/caregivers and their 3-5 year olds 

to join us for a free fun-filled early learning experience. 

Friday April 3, 2020- 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Lord Kelvin Elementary Gymnasium- 1010 Hamilton Street 

No registration required. (Please check the school district website for more information) 

 

 

http://newwestschools.ca/
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MyEd BC Family Portal Accounts 

MyEd BC Family Portal Accounts were set up last week!  Please check your inbox for a 

message from sysadmin@myeducation.gov.bc.ca and use the instructions that were 

emailed to you as well as sent home via paper, to login to your family portal account.  If you 

are unable to see an email from this address in your inbox, please check your “junk mail” 

folder.  If, after checking your “junk mail” folder, you still do not see an email from this 

address or if you are having difficulties logging into your account, please email the school at 

qayqayt@sd40.bc.ca . 

IMPORTANT: Initial login to MyEd BC portal accounts MUST be done on a desktop 

computer or laptop.  Subsequent logins can all be done through either computers or 

portable devices. 

Please note:  Term 2 report cards will be published to and accessed via the MyEd Family 

Portal on March 13th, 2020.  It is extremely important that you try to access your family 

portal account as soon as possible so that any account issues are dealt with prior to that 

date. 

 

 

 

REDESIGNED CURRICULUM 

Interested in learning more about the changes 

to the curriculum? 

Check out: 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/ 

 

 

 

 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE!  

https://qayqaytschool.ca/ 

 

School Learning Plan (SLP) 
 
Our staff has worked very hard at developing our School Learning Plan for 2019-2020.  Our focus is on Assessment 
and Communication. As you are an important part of your child’s learning as well as the success of our school, we 
would like you take a minute to read over the plan for this year. 
 
https://qayqaytschool.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Qayqayt-SLP-2019-2020.pdf 

mailto:sysadmin@myeducation.gov.bc.ca
mailto:qayqayt@sd40.bc.ca
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/
https://qayqaytschool.ca/
https://qayqaytschool.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Qayqayt-SLP-2019-2020.pdf
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Update: Novel Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 

The headline is: the most recent update from Fraser Health (attached) outlines that there are currently no 

perceived public health risks at schools in our region. 

 In terms of what we are doing both district-wide and at here at Qayqayt Elementary – we are following the 

procedures set out for us by the Provincial Health Officer. We are promoting good hygiene, working to 

maintain and reinforce regular cleaning and disinfecting processes of our high-touch and other surfaces, and 

we are working at all levels to establish other protocols that will help kids, staff and families stay healthy and 

safe. 

What can you do as a parent? One of the most important things is to remind your children to wash their 

hands often, with both soap and water. This is particularly important before and after eating, upon entry or 

exit of the school, after using the toilet, after engaging in sports or after engaging in other activities where 

there are shared toys or learning tools being used. Practicing good respiratory etiquette (coughing or 

sneezing into a bent elbow or tissue, disposing of tissues into plastic lined bins) is important as well. It is 

also a great time to remind your kids not to share food or drinks with their friends. We will be 

reminding students during our daily announcements as well as in class. 

Remember to keep your family healthy by eating healthy foods, keeping active and getting enough sleep. 

If your child is not feeling well, make a plan to let them stay home from school to reduce exposure to 

other kids or staff.  

 We will continue to closely monitor the situation, working collaboratively with other bodies to make sure we 

stay on top of the situation. We will communicate with you should anything change. 

 As more formal updates are made, they can also be found on the school district website 

at: https://newwestschools.ca/ 

 

 

 
Medical Information/Allergies 

Allergies  

There are adults and students at the school who have a variety of allergies. It is 

important not to send food to school for the class without checking with the checking 

with the classroom teacher first.  We are a nut-aware school. Please do your best 

not to send Nutella or Peanut Butter to school!  Thank you! 

 

 

 

https://newwestschools.ca/
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School Newsletters 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast Program 

Our Breakfast Program is a 

great way to start your 

morning.  Our CYCW, 

Caitlan Petruk, will 

organize and serve our 

food.  This is provided to 

students who have not 

eaten breakfast on a school 

day or are still hungry 

before school starts.  The 

program is for students 

only from 8:30-8:45 a.m.  

A donation of .50 cents 

would be appreciated.  The 

students will enter the 

main entrance to the 

school starting at 8:30 

a.m.           

       

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Advisory Council 
 

Occupational Therapy: The Who, What, Where and Why? 

How EVERY child could benefit! 

Register here  https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/occupational-therapy-the-who-what-where-and-why-every-child-benefits-tickets-
92485638033?utm_campaign=new_event_email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eb_email&utm_term=viewmyevent_button 

Could the following describe your child or a child in your life? 

 Does your child have difficulty making, or sustaining, friendships?  
 Does your child have frequent difficulties with day-to-day activities at home, school or in the community?  
 Is your child impulsive and have trouble censoring words and emotions? Do they habitually interrupt conversations?  
 Does your child repeatedly struggle at staying still and wandering off from when they’re expected to remain seated?  
 Does your child struggle at Executive Functioning Skills, such as planning and working memory?  
 Does your child have challenges with holding a pencil correctly, or difficulty with cutting, folding or colouring?  
 Are their concerns constant and excessive, compared with age appropriate’ struggles?  

Items to be covered in the workshop 

 What is occupational therapy?  
 Where does occupational therapy take place?  
 Who is occupational therapy for?  
 What does good occupational therapy look like?  
 What can my child learn from occupational therapy?  

               DATE:                   Wednesday, March 11th, 2020 
               WHERE:               Ecole Qayqayt Elementary School. 

               TIME:                   Doors open at 6:30pm. Talk starts at 7:00pm SHARP. Over by 9:00pm. 

               COST:                   $2 each for QQ Families and $5 NW Families. 
                               QQ PAC is hosting this event. All funds raised will be donated to QQ PAC. 

 

 

 

 
 

School Newsletters 

Newsletters will be posted to our website  https://qayqaytschool.ca/ 

 

Canadian Parents for French 

Furthering bilingualism by promoting and creating opportunities for students to learn and use French. 

 

https://lordtweedsmuirschool.ca/parents/newsletters/
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Pd2e0tLNIwwrTazgiTtmuA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgGWWsP0TSaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZXZlbnRicml0ZS5jYS9lL29jY3VwYXRpb25hbC10aGVyYXB5LXRoZS13aG8td2hhdC13aGVyZS1hbmQtd2h5LWV2ZXJ5LWNoaWxkLWJlbmVmaXRzLXRpY2tldHMtOTI0ODU2MzgwMzM_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPW5ld19ldmVudF9lbWFpbCZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZWJfZW1haWwmdXRtX3Rlcm09dmlld215ZXZlbnRfYnV0dG9uVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAACwyOF5jCIJbUhZqcm9zZW1hZGlsbEBzZDQwLmJjLmNhWAQAAAAC
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/Pd2e0tLNIwwrTazgiTtmuA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgGWWsP0TSaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZXZlbnRicml0ZS5jYS9lL29jY3VwYXRpb25hbC10aGVyYXB5LXRoZS13aG8td2hhdC13aGVyZS1hbmQtd2h5LWV2ZXJ5LWNoaWxkLWJlbmVmaXRzLXRpY2tldHMtOTI0ODU2MzgwMzM_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPW5ld19ldmVudF9lbWFpbCZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZWJfZW1haWwmdXRtX3Rlcm09dmlld215ZXZlbnRfYnV0dG9uVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAACwyOF5jCIJbUhZqcm9zZW1hZGlsbEBzZDQwLmJjLmNhWAQAAAAC
https://lordtweedsmuirschool.ca/parents/newsletters/
https://qayqaytschool.ca/
https://cpf.ca/en/
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Upcoming 

Events in 

April  

 April 8- PAC 

evening- Saleema 

Noon workshop 

 April 9- Pro-D 

Day- no school for 

students 

 April 10- Good 

Friday (no school) 

 April 13- Easter 

Monday (no school) 

 April 15- PAC 

evening- Saleema 

Noon workshop 

 April 28- Early 

Dismissal @ 12:18 

p.m.- Student Led 

Conferences  

 April 29- Early 

Dismissal @ 12:18 

p.m.- Student Led 

Conferences  

 

 

 

March 
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 
Lacrosse for 
all classes 
during gym 
classes 

10 
 

11 
PAC 
 

12 
 

13 
Family Portal 
Open to view 
Report Cards 
 
Final day of 
school before 
Spring Break 

14 

15 16 
First Day of 
Spring Break 
(no school) 

17 
 
 

18 19 
 

20 
 
 

21 

22 23 
 

24 25 
 
 

26 
 

27 
Last Day of 
Spring Break 
 
 

28 

29 30 
First day of 
school after 
Spring Break 

31 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 

  
 

     

 

 

Please note:  Term 2 report cards will be published to and accessed via 

the MyEd Family Portal on March 13th, 2020.  It is extremely important 

that you try to access your family portal account as soon as possible so 

that any account issues are dealt with prior to that date. 

Paper copies will not be sent home! 
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École Qayqayt 

Elementary 

School 

 

85 Merivale St 

New Westminster, BC 

V3L 0G2 

Phone: 604.517.6050 

Email: 
qayqayt@sd40.bc.ca 
 

All Newcomer Immigrant and Refugee Families: 

What is the role of the Settlement Workers in Schools (SWIS)? 

Settlement Workers are stationed in schools to provide information and services for 

newcomer families and youth.  SWIS Workers are employed by MOSAIC.  We serve 

students of New Westminster School District (SD 40) and their families with Permanent 

Resident status.  We assist newcomer students and their families to adapt to life in 

Canada through 1-on-1 consultations, workshops for children, parents, grandparents, 

field trips, volunteering opportunities for adults and youth, and leadership training for 

youth. 

SERVICE Languages: English, Chinese, Farsi, Dari, Korean, Tagalog, Turkish and more. 

Contact:  Alin Arakelian (SWIS Worker)  aarakelian@mosaicbc.ca   778-773-2328 

Body Science and Sexual Health Workshops w/ Sarah Watt 

PART I: PARENT'S SESSION (Sorry, there is no childminding available for this event)  

 April 8th in the Qayqayt Library from 6:30pm-8:00pm 
Parents will learn: 

Reasons why we need to talk to children about sexual health at a young age 

 5 stages of sexual development children progress through on their way to becoming 
sexually mature adults 

 What children should know at each stage, with specific examples of ways to explain body 
parts and processes 

 How to provide information to children in a way they will understand and remember (and 
minimize embarrassment for the parent!) 

 How to effectively answer the questions children ask 

 How to reduce risk of child sexual abuse 

 What will be covered in Body Science sessions for students  
 

PART II: CHILDREN’S SESSIONS  

April 15th in the Qayqayt Library (K-3 students, 6:30-7:15 p.m.- Parents must attend but do not 
need a ticket) Primary children will learn: Scientific words related to sexual health 

 

 That reproduction happens when a sperm joins an egg, usually (but not always) through 
sexual intercourse 

 There are many different ways that families are formed, all families are unique. 

 That they have ownership of their bodies 

 That the baby grows in the uterus (not the stomach) 

 That the baby is usually born through the vagina 

 Not to pick up condoms or needles  

 The basics about menstruation and nocturnal emissions (wet dreams) as clean and healthy 
processes 
 

April 15th in the Qayqayt Library (Grade4 & 5 Students, 7:30-8:30 p.m. Parents do not typically 

attend this session) Intermediate children will learn everything the primaries learn, plus:  

 All about body changes at puberty 

 Basic information about sexually transmitted infections (STIs)  

 Introduction to the responsibilities of being in a sexual relationship 

Tickets via PAC Secretary Heather @ heatherlynnhansen@hotmail.com 

Check us out on the web! 

https://qayqaytschool.ca 

Follow us on Twitter: 

@QayqaytElem 

 

mailto:qayqayt@sd40.bc.ca
mailto:aarakelian@mosaicbc.ca
mailto:heatherlynnhansen@hotmail.com
https://qayqaytschool.ca/

