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Upcoming
Events in
November
 Nov. 7Remembrance Day
Assembly

 Nov. 11Remembrance Day
(School is closedl)

 Nov. 12- NonInstructional Day (no
school for students)

 Nov. 13- PAC meeting
 Nov. 18-22- Martial
Arts for students
during gym class

 Nov. 20- PAC Movie
Night

Dear Families and Friends,
It is hard to believe that we are approaching the completion of the first term at
École Qayqayt Elementary School.
Teachers are busy getting ready to work on report cards and are helping to
coordinate our K-3 Christmas Concert for this year. It has been a very busy
start to the school year and the time has passed so quickly we are wondering
where the last couple of months have gone!
We had our Black and Orange/Halloween Run on October 30th. Children ran
with spirit, proudly wearing their orange and black clothing. It was a beautiful
morning and a great way to start the day.
On October 31st, our students and staff arrived excited to show off their
Halloween costumes. There was a wide variety of outfits from movies, games,
and books to scary ghosts, witches and demons. Our Primary Halloween
Parade, K-3, was well attended by family and friends and our K-3 students
loved parading around in their costumes for everyone to see.
On November 7th, at 9:20 a.m. the staff and students at École Qayqayt
Elementary School will pay tribute at our Remembrance Day Assembly to the
many individuals who fought and gave their lives so that future generations
could live in peace. Students in Grade 5 and the choir with Mrs. Leigh will lead
us through a thoughtful assembly. We are always proud of the way our
students solemnly and responsibly show their respect to our fallen soldiers.
Our family members and community members are encouraged to attend this
momentous ceremony.

Karen Catherwood
Principal

École Qayqayt Elementary
ABSENT AND LATE PROCEDURES
Please phone in student absences and/or late daily to
604-517-6050. Alternatively, you can also email the school at
tmacera@sd40.bc.ca.
Please include your child’s name, division
number or teacher’s name, expected date/time of return and the reason
for absence. You may leave messages outside of school hours.
Students arriving late must report to the office before going to class.
This will help eliminate unnecessary and sometimes upsetting phone
calls to parents who believe their child is at school. We are committed
to working cooperatively with students and parents to ensure the
students punctually attend each day. There is a significant correlation
between good attendance and academic success.
If we do not hear from you, we call home and emergency contacts if
necessary. This is a timely process. Please keep the office informed of
your address and telephone number changes so that we can reach
you promptly in the event of an emergency.

BELL
SCHEDULE
8:55 a.m. Welcome Bell
9:00 a.m. Instruction
10:28 a.m. Recess
10:43 a.m. Instruction
12:18 p.m. Lunch
1:05 p.m. Instruction
2:55 p.m. Dismissal

VOLUNTEERS

VISITING THE SCHOOL

If you are looking to
volunteer at the school,
please complete a
volunteer form. (They
are available on the
website.) Please return
this form to your child’s
teacher. You only need
to complete this form
once for the full 2019 2020 school year.

We are looking forward to having many parents and
visitors at the school this year! ALL VISITORS on the
school site must wear identification so that they are
identifiable to students, staff and parents as permissible
visitors. If you are volunteering, visiting in a classroom, or
attending a field trip, you must first sign-in at the office.
You will be given a VISITOR tag to wear. Please return to
the office to sign out when you are finished. In any
emergency, we must be able to account for the
whereabouts of all students, staff and visitors, on site or
off-site.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE!
https://qayqaytschool.ca/

Non-instructional Day
Tuesday, November 12th,
2019
Students do not attend
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Scholastic Book Fair
December is fast approaching and among the regular hustle and
bustle of the holiday season it is also Scholastic Book Fair time.
Wednesday, December 4th to Friday, December 6th the library
will be transformed into a book store offering books in French and
English for all ages. We are open for business before school from
8:30-8:50 a.m. and after school from 2:50 - 3:30 p.m. In addition
we will also hold our very popular afternoon and evening sales on
Thursday, December 5th. The book fair will take place right after
our afternoon performance, before our evening performance
(starting @ 5:30 p.m.) and after the Christmas concert. The
Scholastic Book Fair is an important fundraiser for Qayqayt and
staff and students count on it to bring in new books to our library
and other necessities throughout the school. Please come and
check out the great deals on books and help support reading for
our students!

Remembrance Day is
Monday, November 11th, 2019
School will be closed.
We hope you will take a
moment during the day to
remember those that fought
and continue to fight for our
freedom!

K-3 Christmas Concert Ticket Information
This year our Christmas Concert will take place on Thursday, December 5th. Once again, tickets will be sold
to the afternoon and evening performances. As we have an occupancy limit in our gym, only 500 tickets can
be sold for the afternoon and evening performances… tickets will be limited to 2 per family (you must
chose one or the other). All children who are not in the concert require a ticket and cannot sit on an
adult’s lap. There is no child-minding for either concert!
Afternoon concert @ 1:15 p.m.

Evening concert @ 6:30 p.m.

(Doors will open 30 minutes before the concert)
CHRISTMAS CONCERT TICKETS
Tickets will be available, 2 per family only –first come, first served to afternoon or evening (you must
chose one or the other) - beginning November 25th. Ticket limits will be in effect until 3:15 on December 2nd.
Beginning December 3rd, if there are any unsold tickets, they will then be available for purchase by families
requiring extra tickets, up to 4 extra tickets/family. Tickets for the evening concert are $2.00 and tickets for
the afternoon concert are $1.00.
Tickets will be available at the office during the following times only:
8:35 – 8:55 a.m. and 2:55 – 3:15 p.m.
For students: Students are able to purchase tickets and will be called down to the office after morning
announcements, between 9:10 – 9:30 a.m. Students will then be responsible for their tickets. Please Note:
Lost tickets will not be reissued – a master list will be available at both concerts to verify tickets purchased.
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Why Can’t I Skip My 20 Minutes of Reading Tonight?”
LET’S FIGURE IT OUT— MATHEMATICALLY!
Student A reads 20 minutes five nights of every week;
Student B reads only 4 minutes a night…or not at all!
Step 1: Multiply minutes a night x 5 times each week.
Student A reads 20 minutes x 5 times a week = 100 minutes a week.
Student B reads 4 minutes x 5 times a week = 20 minutes a week.
Step 2: Multiply minutes a week x 4 weeks each month.
Student A reads 400 minutes a month.
Student B reads 80 minutes a month.
Step 3: Multiply minutes a month x 10 months (a school year)
Student A reads 4000 minutes in a school year.
Student B reads 800 minutes in a school year.

Student A practices reading the equivalent of 13 whole school days a year.
Student B practices reading the equivalent of 2.5 whole school days a year.
If these reading habits began in Grade 1, by the end of 6 th Grade if Student A and Student B maintain the same reading habits,
Student A will have read the equivalent of 78 school days and Student B will have read the equivalent of 15 school days. One
would expect the gap of information retained will have widened considerably and so, undoubtedly, will school performance.
How do you think Student B will feel about themselves as a student?

REDESIGNED CURRICULUM
Check out our School District
Website for more information

Interested in learning more about the changes
to the curriculum?

https://newwestschools.ca/

Check out:
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/

School Learning Plan (SLP)
Our staff has worked very hard at developing our School Learning Plan for 2019-2020. Our focus is on Assessment
and Communication. As you are an important part of your child’s learning as well as the success of our school, we
would like you take a minute to read over the plan for this year.
https://qayqaytschool.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Qayqayt-SLP-2019-2020.pdf
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Cold and Flu:
When to Keep Your Sick Child Home
•Has a fever
•Is too sick to take part in all normal school activities
•Has a suspected or known communicable disease (ie strep
throat, pink eye, chicken pox, or any other undiagnosed rash)
•Until they are no longer infectious.
•Please let the school know your child’s symptoms.
Hand Washing
•Wet your hands and apply plain soap (antibacterial soap
promotes bacterial resistance).

HEALTHY
EATING
Young
children
need
nourishing food throughout the day for the
development of sound
minds and bodies.
The
staff encourages you to
make healthy food choices
with recess and lunches
that you provide.
A
selection
of
nutritious
snacks/meals will help
your child develop healthy
eating habits to last a
lifetime.

•Rub your hands together for at least 20 seconds or the time
it takes to sing “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star”
•Rinse your hands for 10 seconds to get all the germs off
•Dry hands with a towel
www.dobugsneeddrugs.org

Medical Information/Allergies
www.dobugsneeddrugs.org
Allergies
There are adults and students at the school who have a variety of allergies. It is
important not to send food to school for the class without checking with the checking
with the classroom teacher first. We are a nut-aware school.
Please do your best not to send Nutella or Peanut Butter to school! Thank you!
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École Qayqayt Elementary
Breakfast Program
Our Breakfast Program is a
great way to start your
morning. Our CYCW,
Caitlan Petruk, will
organize and serve our
food. This is provided to
students who have not
eaten breakfast on a school
day or are still hungry
before school starts. The
program is for students
only from 8:30-8:45 a.m.
A donation of .50 cents
would be appreciated. The
students will enter the
main entrance to the
school starting at 8:30
a.m.

Parent Advisory Council

School Newsletters
We would like to send out an invitation to attend a night out
with Dr. Da Silva. She helps families with additional strategies
to navigate the world of Attention Deficit Hyperactivity/
Executive Functioning Challenges.

PAC workshop will be held:

Wednesday November 13th from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in the Qayqayt
Gym.
This event is FREE for Qayqayt families.
Cost for families that do not have children at Qayqayt will be a
$5.00 donation per family.
Maximum Capacity of 100 people.

School Newsletters
Newsletters will be posted to our website
https://qayqaytschool.ca/

Canadian Parents for French
Furthering bilingualism by promoting and creating opportunities for
students to learn and use French.
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Remembrance Day Assembly is Thursday,
November 7th, at 9:20 a.m.
Tickets for K-3 Christmas Concert go on sale
Monday, November 25th, at 8:30 a.m. in foyer.
Upcoming
Events in

November
SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THURS

 Dec. 5- K-3

FRI

SAT

1

2

Christmas Concert
(Matinee @ 1:30
p.m., Evening @

3

4
Interim
reports or
interviews this
week

5

6

7
Remembrance
Day Assembly
@ 9:20 a.m.

8

9

10

11
Remembrance
Day
(school is
closed)

13
PAC
workshop
(7:00-9:00
p.m.)

14

15

16

17

18

12
NonInstructional
Day (no
school for
students
19

20
PAC movie
night (6:008:00 p.m.)

21

22

23

24

25
K-3 Christmas
Concert
tickets go on
sale

26

27

28

29

30

6:30 p.m)

 Dec. 11- PAC
meeting

 Dec. 13- Report
Cards Home

 Dec. 20- Last Day
of School before
Christmas
Holidays
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École Qayqayt
Elementary
School
85 Merivale St
New Westminster, BC
V3L 0G2
Phone: 604.517.6050
Email:
qayqayt@sd40.bc.ca

RAINY DAYS:
Occasionally we have a few days where the weather is poor enough to
call for an inside/outside decision. In discussion with staff and the PAC,
the following decision has been made about Rainy Days:
Inclement Days: New Westminster is in the West Coast Rainforest.
Learning and health require students to be outside and move. Imagine
sitting in a class all day, breathing in the same air. Imagine how difficult it
is to learn after a lunchtime of sitting inside.
We need your help-please stay aware of the weather and dress your
children for any possibility.
Occasionally, in the winter, there may be the odd day where the weather
is so bad that no one can go outside. On these few days students will be
kept inside. Typically, however, most days when it is raining and wet,
students will be outside.
On snowy days, please dress your children for being out in the snow.
Jackets, hats, gloves and boots are a necessity to keep students dry
when playing in the snow. We also request that students bring indoor
shoes so that when they are indoors they do not have to wear their wet
boots. You may want to send an extra pair of socks for your child to
change into in the event of wet feet.

Check us out on the web!
https://qayqaytschool.ca
Follow us on Twitter:
@QayqaytElem
All Newcomer Immigrant and Refugee Families:
What is the role of the Settlement Workers in Schools (SWIS)?
Settlement Workers are stationed in schools to provide information and services
for newcomer families and youth. SWIS Workers are employed by MOSAIC. We
serve students of New Westminster School District (SD 40) and their families
with Permanent Resident status. We assist newcomer students and their
families to adapt to life in Canada through 1-on-1 consultations, workshops for
children, parents, grandparents, field trips, volunteering opportunities for adults
and youth, and leadership training for youth.
SERVICE Languages: English, Chinese, Farsi, Dari, Korean, Tagalog, Turkish and
more.

Contact: Alin Arakelian (SWIS Worker) aarakelian@mosaicbc.ca 778-773-2328
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